
 

 

  
   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

Morris State Bancshares Announces Quarterly Earnings  

and Declares Fourth Quarter Dividend 
 

 

DUBLIN, GA. (October 26, 2022) – Morris State Bancshares, Inc. (OTCQX: MBLU) (the 

“Company”), the parent of Morris Bank, today announced net income of $2.1 million for the 

quarter ended September 30, 2022, representing a decrease of $4.7 million, or 69.11%, compared 

to net income of $6.8 million for the quarter ended June 30, 2022. The company also announced 

diluted earnings per share of $0.98 for the quarter, representing a 69.47% decrease from diluted 

earnings per share of $3.21 for the prior quarter. Lower quarter over quarter net earnings were a 

result of higher provision expense centered around one loan relationship that management 

identified as having significant cash flow and collateral weaknesses.  Management was proactive 

in identifying and charging off all amounts owed under the relationship. The amount of this 

charge-off was $3.1 million, which together with additional provision driven by loan growth 

resulted in total provision expense for the quarter of $3.8 million versus $375 thousand in the 

previous quarter. 
  

“The company’s profitability was impacted during the quarter due to setting aside additional loan 

loss reserves.  Management is confident that this was an isolated incident and is not indicative of 

weakness in our overall loan portfolio.” said Spence Mullis, CEO and Chairman. “Maintaining 

strong credit quality, practices, and solid reserves is always front and center for our management 

team, and we will continue to use this situation as an opportunity to improve.  While credit costs 

were higher during the quarter, the company’s core operating earnings remain solid.”  

 

The bank’s net interest margin compressed slightly to 4.12% at September 30, 2022 from 4.14% 

at June 30, 2022.  Net interest income (before provision) during the quarter ending September 

30, 2022 remained strong at $13.9 million and was in line with that of the prior quarter ending 

June 30, 2022 of $14.1 million.  Loans grew by $20.6 million during the quarter, an annualized 

increase of 8.16%.  Management has been pleased at how our lenders have been able to price 

loans in this rising rate environment.  The weighted average yield on new and renewed loans of 

$139 million booked during the third quarter was 5.91% compared to the weighted average yield 

of 4.71% on $208 million booked in the second quarter of 2022.   

 

Total deposits were relatively unchanged between the second and third quarter.  The bank 

increased deposit rates in July, which resulted in an increase in the cost of funds of 27 basis 

points for the quarter. Interest bearing demand deposits fell by $12 million and certificates of 

deposit fell by $6 million during the quarter.  Management expects increased pressure on the net 

interest margin in future quarters due to continued competition for deposits in a rising rate 

environment.    



 

 

 

The Company’s total shareholders’ equity increased 0.44% to $160 million as of September 30, 

2022, as compared to $159 million as of June 30, 2022. Tangible book value per share increased 

to $70.01 as of September 30, 2022, a 0.70% increase from $69.52 per share on June 30, 2022.  

On October 19, 2022, the board of directors approved a fourth quarter dividend of $0.44 per 

share payable on or about December 15th to all shareholders of record as of November 15th 

(unchanged from the dividends paid in the first and second quarters). 

 

While the bank had higher credit charges during the quarter, overall asset quality improved as the 

bank’s adversely classified coverage ratio improved to 5.59% as of September 30, 2022, versus 

6.82% as of June 30, 2022.  Provision for loan losses was $3.8 million for the quarter ended 

September 30, 2022 versus $375 thousand for the quarter ending June 30, 2022.  The bank’s 

reserve as a percentage of total loans was 1.27% as of September 30, 2022, versus 1.24% as of 

June 30, 2022.   

 

“Our team is focused on finishing the year strong.  We have invested in and are implementing 

technology solutions that are targeted at growing core deposits and improving delivery channels 

in retail lending. We believe these solutions will drive additional success for our customers and 

the bank.”  said Mullis. 
 

 
 

Forward-looking Statements 

 

Certain statements contained in this release may not be based on historical facts and are forward-

looking statements. These forward-looking statements may be identified by their reference to a 

future period or periods or by the use of forward-looking terminology such as “anticipate,” 

“believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “may,” “might,” “will,” “would,” “could” or “intend.” We 

caution you not to place undue reliance on the forward-looking statements contained in this news 

release, in that actual results could differ materially from those indicated in such forward-looking 

statements as a result of a variety of factors, including, among others, the business and economic 

conditions; risks related to the integration of acquired businesses and any future acquisitions; 

changes in management personnel; interest rate risk; ability to execute on planned expansion and 

organic growth; credit risk and concentrations associated with the Company’s loan portfolio; 

asset quality and loan charge-offs; inaccuracy of the assumptions and estimates management of 

the Company makes in establishing reserves for probable loan losses and other estimates; lack of 

liquidity; impairment of investment securities, goodwill or other intangible assets; the 

Company’s risk management strategies; increased competition; system failures or failures to 

prevent breaches of our network security; changes in federal tax law or policy; the impact of 

recent and future legislative and regulatory changes; and increases in capital requirements. We 

undertake no obligation to update these forward-looking statements to reflect events or 

circumstances that occur after the date of this news release.  

 

 
CONTACT: 

Morris State Bancshares 

Chris Bond 

Chief Financial Officer 

478-272-5202 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


